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Thank you for all of your hard work in the last year 

A huge thank you! 
Thank you to everyone for their hard work on the MO LIS and prescribing budget in the last year. 
  
Sunderland CCG have underspent on the prescribing budget by £589,996, which is equivalent to 
1.15% of the total prescribing budget.  
This is brilliant news and our cost per ASTRO PU, an indicator of prescribing expenditure per 
weighted head of population, has also decreased as shown in the graph below. 

The MO LIS has contributed to the results with improvements in all five of the prescribing 
areas.  Expenditure in the five therapeutic areas has decreased by £146,583 in January to 
March 2016 compared to January to March 2015: 

The final results of the MO LIS for each practice are currently being reviewed, and the final 
results will be published soon.   
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Antibacterials £281,279 £246,886 £210,293 £237,426 £205,436 -£75,843 -2.7% 

Opiates £297,272 £299,199 £314,394 £313,339 £293,629 -£3,643 -1.23% 

Respiratory £1,810,281 £1,827,322 £1,867,144 £1,907,915 £1,756,005 -£54,276 -3.0% 

Laxatives £175,291 £170,358 £171,840 £181,608 £167,462 -£7,829 -4.47% 

HBGM strips £220,980 £230,204 £233,300 £230,040 £215,990 -£4,990 -2.26% 

Total £2,785,105 £2,773,970  £2,796,970 £2,870,327 £2,638,522 -£146,583 -5.26% 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your help on recent campaigns 
As you may have seen, Sunderland CCG has run two campaigns recently. One of these focused on 
reducing medicines wastage and was run only in the east locality. The campaign asked patients to only 
order the medications they need as ‘prescriptions ordered in haste, can cause waste’! The campaign 
also asked patients to check their medication bag before they left the pharmacy  and to hand back 
anything they did not require. The campaign was well received by GPs and community pharmacies who 
told us of the difficulties when trying to tackle the problem on their own. 
 

The second campaign focused on antibiotic resistance and when it is appropriate to use antibiotics. This 
campaign was region wide and involved a number of different modes of communication. The feedback 
from the campaign was positive, with patients saying they now understood why clinicians are reluctant 
to prescribe antibiotics. The feedback received really highlighted the need for further education of the 
public. 
 

Evaluation of the campaigns is being undertaken. 

                                                
                                     
 
 
 
Part (a) of the quality premium was for a 1% reduction from 2013-14 in the number of antibiotics 
prescribed. 
SCCG was set a target of 1.349 items/STAR PU or lower. 

You actually achieved 1.309 items/STAR PU 
 
Part (b) assessed the number of co-amoxiclav, cephalosporin and quinolones prescriptions as a 
percentage of the total number of antibiotics prescribed. 
SCCG was set a target of remaining below 11.3%. At the start of the period, SCCG was at 10.7% 

 You achieved 10.6% whilst decreasing overall antibiotic volume. 
 
The challenge is that for 2016/17 more stringent targets have been set for the same actions! 
Part (a) is now asking for a 4% reduction but from the same baseline. Therefore your hard work for 
the past year will contribute towards achieving this new goal.  
For part (b), number of co-amoxiclav, cephalosporin and quinolones prescriptions, the target is now 
10%. 
 
SCCG MO team will continue to support you through provision of: 
• prescribing data (including ‘those’ graphs)  
• prescribing support materials 
• patient engagement  through a communication strategy 

You did it!   
 SCCG achieved the quality premium for antimicrobial  

prescribing for 2015-16 


